
HOMELESS STUDENTS/FOSTER CARE EDUCATIONAL STABILITY   POLICY 411.2 

 

The Richfield Joint School District No. 1 shall collaborate with the child welfare agency to ensure the 

educational stability of children in foster care. Foster care refers to 24-hour substitute care for children placed 

away from their parents and guardians and for whom the child welfare agency has placement and care 

responsibility. This includes, but is not limited to, placement in foster family homes of relatives, group homes, 

emergency shelters, residential facilities, child care institutions, and pre-adoptive homes. To the extent 

required under applicable law, a child in foster care under this policy also includes children who an appropriate 

child welfare agency indicates are awaiting a foster care placement.  

 

Children in foster care shall have equal access to the same free, appropriate public education as provided to 

other children in the Richfield Joint School District No. 1. They shall be provided the services and have access 

to the programs and activities that are offered to other children attending the Richfield Joint School District No. 

1 schools, including educational services for which children meet eligibility criteria (e.g., special education, Title 

1 programming, etc.), career and technical education programs, and school nutrition programs. 

 

The Richfield Joint School District No. 1 does not discriminate against students on the basis of sex, race, color, 

religion, age, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, gender expression, or physical, cognitive, emotional or learning disability or handicap in its education 

programs or activities. Discrimination complaints shall be processed in accordance with the established 

procedures.  

 

Legal References: 

Wisconsin State Statutes:  

Section 48.38(4) 

Section 48.383 

Section 48.64(1r) 

Section 48.78 

Section 114.298(1)(b) 

Section 118.125(2)(q) 

Section 938.78 

 

Federal laws: Title I, Part A of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA); Title IV of the Social Security Act; 

Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act; Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

 

Adopted 12/18/17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/48/VII/38/4
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/48/VII/383
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/48/XIV/64/1r
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/48/XVII/78
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/115/II/298/1/b
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/118/125/2/q
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/938/XVII/78


 

PROCEDURE 411.2 - HOMELESS STUDENTS/FOSTER CARE EDUCATIONAL STABILITY  

 

FOSTER CARE POINT OF CONTACT 

The Richfield Joint School District No. 1 will designate a Foster Care Point of Contact who will have primary 

administrative-level oversight of the district’s services for children who are in foster care. He/she, or a qualified 

designee, shall be responsible for (1) providing any required assurances to applicable state and federal 

agencies that the district is complying with applicable state and federal requirements related to ensuring the 

educational stability of children in foster care; and (2) reasonably monitoring compliances with such 

assurances. 

 

The Richfield Joint School District No. 1’s Foster Care Point of Contact, or a qualified designee, will:  

● Act as the District’s primary liaison for the representatives of child welfare agencies who also have 

responsibility for ensuring the educational stability of children in foster care.  

● Coordinate with the points of contact and other appropriate representatives of child welfare agencies 

and of other educational agencies on the implementation of the Title I provisions related to ensuring the 

educational stability of children in foster care.   

● Work with administrators and other District personnel to periodically review existing policies, 

procedures, practices, and data to identify and develop proposals to remedy and remove barriers that 

children in foster care may face in the school enrollment and admission processes, in regularly 

attending school, in accessing applicable support services (such as school counselors), in accessing 

academic programs, academic activities, or co-curricular activities, or in receiving appropriate credit for 

prior academic work.   

● Assist appropriate child welfare agency representatives in making “best interest of the child” education 

decisions, including particularly the determination of whether or not it is in a child’s best interest to 

remain in his/her school of origin or to enroll in a new school.  

● Facilitate the continued enrollment of a child in foster care in his/her school of origin; or, if remaining in 

the school of origin is determined not to be in the child’s best interest, facilitate the child’s immediate 

enrollment in a new school even if the child is unable to produce records normally required for 

enrollment.  

● Request, facilitate, and confirm, as applicable, the timely transfer of student records any time a child in 

foster care will be enrolling in a school (within or outside of the District) other than the school the child is 

currently attending (or most recently attended).  

● Coordinate the implementation of local transportation procedures related to children in foster care and 

the resolution of any transportation cost disputes, in consultation with the Chief Financial Officer and in 

accordance with established procedures.   

● Facilitate the sharing of student record information with child welfare agency personnel in a manner that 

is consistent with applicable legal requirements, any applicable record sharing agreements, and 

established District policies and procedures regarding the maintenance and confidentiality of student 

records.   

● Ensure that children in foster care attending schools in the District have access to and receive the 

educational services and supports and specialized programming for which they are eligible.  

● Coordinate professional development activities and resources and serve as a local resource, as 

needed, for other District staff related to the Title I provisions and the educational needs of children in 

foster care.   

● Coordinate the collection and appropriate reporting of any data that is needed to meet the established 

legal requirements related to children in foster in care. 

 



SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

The presumption is that a student will remain in the school of origin (i.e., the school in which the child is 

enrolled or the last school in which the child was enrolled at the time of placement into out-of-home care); a 

student should only change schools if remaining in the school of origin is not in the child’s best interest, as 

determined collaboratively by the District and the child welfare agency.  

 

The determination of a child’s best interest in relation to school enrollment involves giving consideration to all 

factors relating to a child’s best interest, including but not limited to:   

● Preferences of the student, the parent, and any education decision-maker.   

● Safety of the student.   

● Educational needs and strengths (specialized language services, individual education plans (IEP), 

talented and gifted programming).   

● Expected length of placement and the student’s permanency plan.   

● Number of schools the student has attended over the past few years and how transfers have impacted 

the student.   

● Continuity in the student’s ethnic, cultural, and linguistic background.   

● Student’s attachment to the school, including meaningful relationships with staff and peers.   

● Whether the timing of the transfer would coincide with a logical juncture, such as the end of the school 

semester or school year.   

● What school(s) the student’s sibling(s) attend.   

● How the length of the commute would impact the student.  

 

The cost of transportation may not be a factor in determining best interest.  

 

If there is a difference of opinion regarding school enrollment between the district and child welfare agency, the 

child welfare agency is considered the final decision-maker. 

 

TRANSPORTATION  

The Richfield Joint School District No. 1 recognizes that in the absence of any separate state or federal 

transportation obligation that may apply in a specific situation, the federal law related to the educational 

stability of children in foster care established transportation-related obligations that are shared among the 

school district of residence, the school district of attendance (if different) and the applicable child welfare 

agencies.  

 

When such transportation is required by federal law and when a District school is the particular child’s school 

of origin, the District’s procedures addressing the transportation of children in foster care to their schools of 

origin are as follows:  

 

Timing of implementing transportation plan. 

The Richfield Joint School District No. 1 will have five (5) school days after the best interest determination to 

implement needed transportation services. In the interim, the child welfare agency and the Richfield Joint 

School District No. 1 will jointly develop and implement a plan to provide temporary transportation needed to 

ensure the student’s educational stability 

 

Identifying students who may need transportation. 

The child welfare agency will notify the Richfield Joint School District No. 1 within one school day after a child 

is placed in out-of-home care or the student experiences a chance in his or her living arrangement. 

 



Best Interest Decision. 

When a child’s out-of-home care placement is outside the boundary of his/her school or origin, the child 

welfare agency will notify the Richfield Joint School District No. 1 within one school day and collaborate with 

the Richfield Joint School District No. 1 to convene a best interest determination meeting within five (5) school 

days. If it is determined that remaining in the school of origin is in the student’s best interest, the Richfield Joint 

School District No. 1 and the child welfare agency will collaborate under this agreement to establish the most 

cost-effective method of transport available for the student within five (5) school days after the best interest 

determination is made. While the student’s transportation plan is being finalized, the child welfare agency and 

the Richfield Joint School District No. 1 will provide temporary transportation for the child to ensure that there is 

no disruption in educational programming.  

 

Assess other cost-effective options to address transportation needs.  

The Richfield Joint School District No. 1 will examine existing transportation options to the student, including 

incorporating the student into an existing bus route, modifying an existing bus route, and other no-cost or low-

cost options. Transportation will be provided by the Richfield Joint School District No. 1 if a no-cost solution is 

available.  

 

Options for addressing “additional costs.” 

When other options are exhausted and transportation will require “additional costs,” the following will be 

considered: 

1. The Richfield Joint School District No. 1 will assess whether the child’s transportation costs may be 

covered by other state or local funds. 

2. The child welfare agency will assess whether resources are available for the out-of-home care provider 

to provide transportation to a bus stop on the Richfield Joint School District No. 1’s existing bus route; 

provision of bus passes or public transportation vouchers; or a contract with a private transportation 

service. 

3. The Richfield Joint School District No. 1 will explore any and all cost-sharing options, including 

contributing to matching amounts needed to draw down federal reimbursement.  

 

Resolve funding for any remaining “additional costs.” 

The Richfield Joint School District No. 1 and the child welfare agency will address additional costs with one of 

the following options: 

1. The child welfare agency agrees to pay the additional costs; 

2. The Richfield Joint School District No. 1; or 

3. The child welfare agency and the Richfield Joint School District No. 1 agree to share the additional 

costs in a manner agreeable to both parties. 

 

If the Richfield Joint School District No. 1 and the child welfare agency cannot resolve a dispute about 

transportation costs, they will utilize a dispute resolution method in order to come to agreement in serving the 

student. 

 

While the resolution of a dispute is pending, the Richfield Joint School District No. 1 and the child welfare 

agency will jointly provide, arrange for, and fund transportation for the child. 

 

Duration of transportation. 

Transportation will be provided for the duration of the student’s time in out-of-home care as long as it continues 

to be in the child’s best interest to remain in the school of origin. 

 



If the student exits out-of-home care before the end of a school year, the transportation arrangement will be 

maintained through the end of the quarter/semester/school year in order to maintain the student’s educational 

stability, when possible and necessary. 

 

STUDENT RECORDS 

 

The Richfield Joint School District No. 1 designates as “school officials” with legitimate educational interests to 

receive limited student record information those specific individuals or officials from other schools, school 

systems or child welfare agencies who are working with the Richfield Joint School District No. 1 to implement 

the requirements of Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. Student information shared 

with other individuals will be limited to only that information necessary to implement the required services for 

students. Information that is shared in the process with designated individuals shall not be further disclosed for 

other purposes. This section shall be constructed consistent with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act, 

34 CFR section 99.34, which permits the sharing of information to other schools or school systems to which a 

student seeks or intends to enroll or transfer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EXHIBIT 411.2 

HOMELESS STUDENTS/FOSTER CARE EDUCATIONAL STABILITY  

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

  

Child’s Name ______________________  Date of Birth ___________________  Grade ______ 

  

Name of Out-of-Home Care Placement (e.g., Smith Foster Home, XYZ Group Home) 

____________________________________________ 

Address of Placement __________________________________________________________ 

  

Out-of-Home Care Provider Name (e.g., name of foster parent(s) or group home manager) 

_____________________________________________________ 

                     Phone Number ____________________ 

                     E-Mail Address __________________________________________ 

  

Child Welfare Agency __________________________________________________________ 

         Education Point of Contact ________________________________________________ 

                     Phone Number __________________ 

                     E-Mail Address _________________________________________ 

         Child’s Case Worker _____________________________________________________ 

                     Phone Number __________________ 

                     E-Mail Address _________________________________________ 

  

LEA (Resident School District) 

         Foster Care Point of Contact _______________________________________________ 

                     Phone Number ___________________ 

                     E-Mail Address __________________________________________ 

         School Contact Person ___________________________________________________ 

Title __________________________________________ 

                     Phone Number ___________________ 

                     E-Mail Address __________________________________________ 

 

LEA (District of School of Origin) 

Foster Care Point of Contact _______________________________________________ 

Phone Number ____________________ 

E-Mail Address __________________________________________ 

School Contact Person ___________________________________________________ 

Title ___________________________________________ 

Phone Number ____________________ 

E-Mail Address __________________________________________ 

 



  

 

 

LEA Determinations 

1.  The following efforts were undertaken to identify a cost-effective transportation option: 

  

  

  

2.  There is an existing transportation option that ensures educational stability for the student following the change in his 

or her living arrangement: 

  

         ☐  Yes          ☐  No           

 

If “Yes,” that option is: 

  __________________________________________________________________________ 

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

   

The CWA and the LEA(s) agree that the most cost effective transportation option for this student will be: 

  

  

 

 

  

and this option will be funded in the following manner: 

  

  

 

 

  

The student’s transportation plan will be implemented on the following date: _______________ 

  

If the transportation plan will not be implemented immediately, the Child Welfare Agency and the LEA agree that while the 

permanent transportation plan is pending, the interim and immediate transportation arrangements (including funding) will 

be: 

  

  

 

 

   

_________________________________________________        _______________ 

Authorized Signature for Child Welfare Agency                                             Date 

  

_________________________________________________        _______________ 

Authorized Signature for Local Education Agency     (Resident School)         Date 

  

____________________________________________________   ______________ 

Authorized Signature of Local Education Agency (School of Origin)               Date 

 

 

 


